
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News 

GAINESVILLE – Gainesville 
City council members discussed 
and tabled, during the Dec. 7 
meeting, a resolution to allow 
Community Parks of Gainesville 
to break ground for a splash pad 
and monument at B.P. Doug-
las Park. Further research on the 
feasibility of adding a water pu-
rifi cation system to the project is 
needed, councilmembers agreed.
 Th e 995 square foot water fea-

ture set to be built in the north-
west corner of the park is the 
second phase of a project which 
began last summer to revitalize 
the park situated near Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Avenue and Barbara 
Jordan Avenue. Th e fi rst phase 
was a new playground assembled 
last summer by a group of volun-
teers including community mem-
bers and city employees. Th e third 
phase is a B.P. Douglas legacy me-
morial monument.
 “We’ve been working for 
months on this park,” City Man-

ager Barry Sullivan said. “Actually, 
over a year, and we’ve had a group 
of volunteers go out and actually 
expand the playground. Th at was 
a great success with some com-
munity builds out there. And 
now, we’re looking at a couple of 
other phases of improvements.”
 On hand to address the splash 
pad and monument was Aus-
tin Creswell, spokesman for the 
group of volunteers who work 
to raise funds to pay for the B.P. 
Douglas project. Th e group is led 
by Latecia Hendricks.

 “As Barry said we are getting 
ready to and seeking approval 
moving forward on phase 2 and 
3,” Creswell said. “…We’ve sold 
legacy bricks over the past year 
and are still selling legacy bricks 
which will be personalized bricks 
that community members have 
bought that will go at the base 
of a granite plaque being done 
by Richard Monuments that will 
memorialize and tell who B.P. 
Douglas was.”
 Creswell also discussed tentative
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GAINESVILLE – Voting pre-
cincts will more closely match 
revised commissioner precincts 
following a vote at the Monday, 
Dec.13 regular Cooke County 
Commissioners Court meeting 
to approve an order making the 
precincts conform.
 “It was a little bit confusing,” 
Pct. 4 Commissioner Leon Kl-
ement said of the maps which 
detail boundaries of the county 
precincts.
 Cooke County Clerk Pam Har-
rison explained the changes add-

ing “We had to do [the changes] 
with the redistricting.”
 “In all actuality this is going 
to be more convenient for every-
one concerned and less confus-
ing,” Cooke County Judge Steve 
Starnes said. “We’ve gone for 29 
to 15 voting precincts.”
 “We’ve gone from 16 locations 
to 15 [voting] locations,” Harri-
son noted.
 Starnes also said it’s important 
for the public to understand that 
“the vast majority of these in-
stances is people will still be vot-
ing at the same polling place as 
they were previously. Th ey just 
had diff erent precinct numbers 

but they were all still voting at 
the same place.”
 Harrison said the public must 
remember to look to their voter 
registration cards for informa-
tion.
 “Look at your voter registra-
tion when you get it,” she said. 
“It’s going to have your voting 
precinct on there and then go to 
our website and see where to go 
vote.”
 Th e commissioners also voted 
unanimously to approve accep-
tance of Knotted Oaks Court, a 
road in Knotted Oaks subdivi-
sion into the county road sys-
tem and to release the balance of 

monies on deposit for engineer-
ing services to the developer.
 “I’m proud to say it’s the nicest 
road in Precinct 2…It’s time to 
accept it into the [county] inven-
tory,” Pct. 2 Commissioner Jason 
Snuggs said.
 Next, the commissioners took 
no action pending further con-
sultation with the Texas Histori-
cal Commission regarding some 
lighting to illuminate the clock-
face of the county courthouse. 
Th e new lights would be LED, 
could be controlled with an app 
and would presumably cost less 
to operate. Th e current lights are 
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King
Around
Town

by Grice King

 Oh my, Christmas is just 
around the corner. Where has 
2021 gone? For a lot of us we 
never thought we would make 
it through 2020 and yet here 
comes the holidays and 2022! 
Sure hope everyone is doing 
better than we are and have all 
your presents wrapped and un-
der the tree, but if not, don’t 
forget there are great mer-
chants in our local community 
that have a wide range of great 
wares and great prices! Shop 
local and stay local with your 
spending dollar to help your 
local community thrive. 

 Here is some more of what’s 
happening around town this 
week.

++++++++

 Tommie Kirksmith, Presi-
dent of Red River SPCA, is 
announcing the dissolution of 
their 501c3.
 “After many years of serving 
our county and our surrounding 
counties, we are sad to say that 
due to health and other issues, 
we have stopped taking in any-
more critters. Prayers for all the 
animals and for the people we 
served,” said Kirksmith.
 Personally, I wanted to ad a 
big Th ank you to Tommie and 
all those at Red River SPCA for 
taking their love of animals, time 
and resources, to help those ani-
mals in need. Great job with all 
you have done over the years!

++++++++

 Friends and families of Gaines-
ville and surrounding communi-
ties are invited to celebrate the 
magic of the Christmas season 
through “Canticles in Candle-
light,” a brilliant sacred cantata 
performed by choir and clergy 
of First Presbyterian Church 
and guest musicians from First 
Christian Church, Gainesville.
 Th is inspirational and free 
event will take place at 7:00 
pm on Friday evening, De-
cember 17  at First Presbyte-
rian Church, 401 S. Denton, 
Gainesville, Texas.

++++++++

 Come see the NCTC Holi-
day Lights this year at your 
North Central Texas Campus! 
Drive through, take pictures 
and just simply enjoy the holi-
day lights and trees. Open to 
the public. Free of charge. ‘Tis 
the Season!

Weaver Awarded with Gainesville Employee of the Month 
- Gainesville City Manager Barry Sullivan presents the city’s 
Employee of the Month award to wastewater plant operator 
James Weaver.                           (The Weekly News Photo) 

Star of North Texas - Gainesville business owner Johnny Left-
wich was honored for his dedication to the community at the Dec. 7 
Gainesville City Council meeting. He is pictured with his wife, Mary 
Lou Leftwich.                               (The Weekly News Photo) 

Winter Wonderland - Fuhrmann 
Hall at Heritage Park in Muenster was 
the site of this year’s Winter Won-
derland featuring ice skating, vendor 
booths, kids’ activities and Christmas 
dance performances December 11, 
2021.    (The Weekly News  Photos)  
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COOKE COUNTY – 
Cooke County Judge Steve 
Starnes has announced his 
intent to run for a full term 
as Cooke County Judge. 
Judge Starnes was ap-
pointed to the position of 
County Judge in January 
of 2021. He was appointed 
to fi ll the vacancy created 
by Jason Brinkley’s resig-
nation to run for another 
offi  ce.  
 Previously Judge Starnes 
worked at Safran Seats 
for 41 years. He holds an 
MBA from the University 
of Leicester in England and 
is Six Sigma Black Belt cer-
tifi ed.  Starnes is continu-
ing his education at Texas 
A&M University School of 
Law where he is pursuing a 
master’s degree in jurispru-
dence. 
 Judge Starnes serves as 
a board member on the 

TCOG Homeland Se-
curity Advisory Council, 
Gainesville Economic De-
velopment Corporation, 
Texoma Council of Gov-
ernment and Texoma Area 

Solid Waste. He has also 
served as an Alderman for 
the city of Lindsay.
 Judge Starnes and his 
wife Brenda have fi ve 

children. Th eir daughter 
Tasha Wade is graduating 
from Texas Wesleyan Uni-
versity in two weeks with 
a PHD in Nursing and 
is a Nurse Practitioner; 
Cody Starnes is a Bariat-
ric and General Surgeon 
in Sherman, Texas; Josh 
Morgan is employed at 
Paccar in Denton and is 
attending UNT majoring 
in Engineering; Lindsey 
Martin is the Director of 
Kids Ministry at Plym-
outh Park Baptist Church; 
and Clayton Starnes is a 
Cardiac Nurse Practitio-
ner in Monroe, Louisiana. 
His wife Brenda is the 
Vice President of After-
market for Safran Seats in 
Gainesville and serves on 
the Gainesville Chamber 
of Commerce Executive 
Committee.
 Judge Starnes enjoys 

time with his wife and 
grandkids, camping, and 
ranching. He and his wife 
Brenda live on their ranch 
on CR 182 where they 
raise cattle, cutting horses 
and barrel horses. 
 Judge Starnes looks for-
ward to the opportunity 
to continue serving the 
citizens of Cooke County.  
He is always eager to hear 
from citizens and encour-
ages feedback. He fi rmly 
believes the only way to 
grow as a public servant is 
through feedback from the 
public. Th e citizens know 
what is working, what is 
not and what changes need 
to be made.  Starnes wel-
comes citizen input and 
will always make himself 
available to listen.  We live 
in a great county and to-
gether we can make it an 
even better place to live.

County Judge Starnes

to Seek Re-Election

COOKE COUNTY – 
Lifelong Cooke County 
resident Jeremy Bayer has 
fi led his candidacy for 
Precinct 4 Commissioner 
in the March 1 Republi-
can Primary. 

 Bayer grew up on a 
dairy farm in Muenster 
where he learned the 
value of hard work.  His 
many chores on the farm 
gave him mechanical ex-
perience but also instilled 
a trait of self-sacrifi ce of 
one’s personal time for 
the benefi t of others.  
 Bayer is a 20-year oil 
fi eld veteran. He has 
been with his current 

company Excel Star En-
ergy services since its 
starting in 2006 where 
he has helped to build 
its services and clientele 
and has recently taken 
over the bookkeeping 
duties as well. Th rough 
these years of dedication, 
he has developed critical 
communication skills not 
only with his clients but 
also with fellow employ-
ees.  He deals daily with 
monetary management 
and budgeting for Excel 
Star and for his personal 
business, St. Cajetan Oil, 
LLC. 
 Bayer has been married 
for 17 years to Diana and 
they have 5 children.  Th e 
Bayers are members of St. 
Peters Parish in Lindsay.  
Jeremy, Diana, and their 
children enjoy raising 
and showing Registered 
Simmental and Short-
horn cattle. 
 He fi ghts hard for his 
beliefs and is not known 
for backing down from 
the correct course of ac-
tion. With the project-
ed exponential future 
growth of Cooke County, 

he feels it is critical that 
the Commissioner posi-
tion be fi lled with some-
one who will remain 
conservative and retain 
our county’s legacy as an 
independent, self-suffi  -
cient, generous place to 
live.   He will be loyal 
to the taxpayers of his 

precinct and ensure that 
their needs are met to 
the best of his ability and 
will also be proactive in 
protecting the future of 
our children and grand-
children.  Jeremy would 
be greatly humbled to 
be your next Precinct 4 
Commissioner. 

Bayer Set to Run For
Pct. 4 Commissioner
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235th District Court 
Cases Filed, Decided
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following cases were fi led 
and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Melinda Sue Edington 
vs. Jeff rey Allen Edington, 
divorce.
 Vickie Lynn Price vs. 
Michael Howard Price, di-
vorce.
 McClintock Homes, 
LLC vs. Linken Real Estate 
Limited Partnership, real 
property-other real prop-
erty.

Cases Decided
 Christopher Tuya vs. 
Angela Tuya, agreed judge-
ments, divorce.
 Carla Jo Cannon vs. 
Timothy Leon Cannon, 
agreed judgements, di-
vorce.
 PHH Mortgage Corpo-
ration vs. Th omas P. Lamp-
son default judgements, 
contract-other contract.



Brandon Jack Ward

Services
 Brandon Jack Ward, age 
37, unexpectedly passed 
away at his home on No-
vember 30, 2021, in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. Cremation ser-
vices are under the direc-
tion of Schaudt’s Funeral 
Service and Cremation Care 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, www.
schaudtfuneralservice.com. 
Funeral service and Inter-
ment will be held on Friday, 
December 17, 2021, at 2:30 
p.m. at Fort Gibson Nation-
al Cemetery, Fort Gibson, 
Oklahoma.
History
 Brandon descended from 
a long line of military men 
including his maternal 
grandfather who was a U.S. 
Army veteran of the Korean 
Confl ict, Choctaw code 
talkers, two Kiowa tribal 
chiefs, great grandfathers 
who served in World War I, 
great uncles who served in 
World War II, cousins who 
served in the Vietnam Con-
fl ict, and so many others. 
Brandon was born Septem-
ber 2, 1984, and grew up in 
Yukon, Oklahoma, where he 
participated in band and the 
gifted education programs. 
Brandon was blessed with 
many talents and gifts; there 
was nothing he couldn’t do. 
 He joined the U. S. Army 
shortly after graduating high 
school in 2002. He entered 
as a Special Forces recruit 
and completed his basic 
training at Fort Benning, 
Georgia. After completion 
of his initial training Bran-
don was assigned to Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina, 
where he was attached to the 
82nd Airborne and later was 
attached to the 238th Cav-
alry at Fort Hood, Texas. He 
was a proud Infantryman, 
Army Ranger, and Jump 
Master. He completed every 
optional training to ensure 
his skills were the best pos-
sible. Brandon turned 21 in 
a war zone and completed 
three tours in Iraq and one 
tour in Afghanistan as well 
as other undisclosed assign-

ments. He was an E6 Staff  
Sergeant when he exited 
from active duty. During 
his 10 years in the U.S. 
Army, Brandon’s numerous 
personal awards included: 
the Bronze Star Medal, 
Iraq Campaign Medal with 
four Campaign Stars, Army 
Commendation Medal (sec-
ond award), Army Achieve-
ment Medal (second award), 
Valorous Unit Award, Army 
Good Conduct Medal (third 
award), National Defense 
Service Medal, Afghanistan 
Campaign Medal with two 
Campaign Stars, Global 
Ward on Terrorism Service 
Medal, Non Commissioned 
Offi  cer Professional Devel-
opment Ribbon (second 
award), Army Service Rib-
bon, Overseas Service Rib-
bon (third award), NATO 
Medal, Combat Infantry-
man Badge, Ranger Tab, 
Parachutist Badge, and Ex-
pert Marksmanship Badge 
with Carbine Bar. 
 Brandon was a lifelong 
learner and completed col-
lege courses related to phys-
ics, computer science, math-
ematics, and much more at 
several colleges and universi-
ties in Texas including UT 
Dallas, and in Oklahoma 
including Oklahoma State 
University. He tirelessly re-
searched social issues such as 
human traffi  cking, govern-
mental operations/injustic-
es, Covid19, and alternative 
power options in his desire 
to better this country and 
the world. His knowledge 
was vast and profound.
 He was a strong and brave 
man who stayed devoted to 
physical fi tness and battle 
readiness throughout his 
life. He loved his family 
and friends but he especial-
ly loved dogs. All dogs, no 
matter what, received love 
from Brandon. He made 
both dogs and people feel 
safer in his presence.
 Brandon came to know 
Jesus as his Lord and Savior 
in recent years. Th is pro-
foundly changed his life in 
many positive ways. Still, 
like so many veterans of the 
OEF/OIF confl ict, he strug-
gled with post-traumatic 
stress disorder and the ef-
fects of multiple brain inju-
ries that were a direct result 
of his time in Service. He is 
in heaven now with his be-
loved dog Princess, but we 
who are left behind are for-
ever heartbroken.
 Brandon was preceded 
in death by his aunt Karen 
Kershaw, maternal grand-
parents Jack E. and Jewell 

Ward, great aunt Diana 
Waren, paternal grandfa-
ther Larry BigBow, as well as 
numerous military friends/
comrades.
Survivors
 He is survived by his 
mother Suzan Ward, twin 
brother Grant Ward, adopt-
ed family Pedro J. Solis and 
Cynthia Valadez-Mata Jr., 
cousins Sommar Ragsdale 
and Joshua Ward, second 
cousins Devon Waren and 
Connor Waren, great uncle 
and U.S. Marine veteran 
Ken Waren, third cousin 
and Air Force veteran Ron 
Blanton, maternal uncle 
Mark Ward, father Woody 
BigBow, paternal grand-
mother Jean BigBow, pater-
nal aunt Dereth Lanius, his 
extended family of friends 
and military comrades, and 
numerous other relatives. 

Frankie Leigh Holley

Services
Frankie Leigh (Ev-

ans) Holley, 87, longtime 
Gainesville resident, most 
recently of Arlington, passed 
away December 10, 2021.
 Th e family will receive 
friends from 5:30 to 7:00 
P.M. on Tuesday, December 
14, 2021, at Geo. J. Carroll 
& Son Funeral Home.  A 
funeral service will begin at 
10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 
December 15, in the funeral 
home chapel.  Interment 
will follow at Fairview Cem-
etery.
History
 Frankie was born June 12, 
1934 in Gainesville and was 
raised there with her two 
sisters.  She graduated from 
Gainesville High School 
and married shortly there-
after.  Mrs. Holley worked 
for the City of Gainesville’s 
Public Works Department 
as a secretary for many years 
and was a member of Broad-
way Church of Christ.  She 
moved to Arlington follow-
ing her husband’s passing 
and enjoyed time spent with 
family and her beloved dog, 
PeeWee.
 Mrs. Holley was preced-

ed in death by: husband of 
50 years, Carroll Holley; 
daughter, Rebecca Diane 
Holley; son, Randall Ray 
Holley; parents, Frank and 
Ola Evans; and sisters, Dor-
othy and Rita.
Survivors
 Survivors include: grand-
daughter, Erin White and 
husband, Robert Jr. of Ar-
lington; grandson, James 
Ray Holley; granddaugh-
ter, April Holley and great-
grandchildren: Nathan 
Owen, Claire Owen, and 
Sydney Owen.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Kenneth Lee Boggs
 
Services
 Kenneth Lee Boggs passed 
away into the arms of Jesus 
unexpectedly on Sunday, 
December 12, 2021 at 
North Texas Medical Cen-
ter, at the age of 77. Kenneth 
was born on February 17, 
1944 to William and Jewel 
Boggs. Visitation will be 
Wednesday, December 15, 
2021 from 5:30-7:30 PM at 
Geo. J. Carroll & Son Fu-
neral Home and the funeral 
will be held on Th ursday, 
December 16, 2021 at 2:00 
PM in the funeral home 
chapel. He will be laid to 
rest at Reed Cemetery. Pall-
bearers will be grandsons: 
Craig Boggs, A.J. Huckaby, 
Brandon Huckaby, Har-
old Sims, Adam Bayer and 
nephew Chad Williams.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Janet K. Berryhill

Services
 Janet Kay Berryhill, 84, 
longtime Gainesville resi-
dent, most recently of Lake 
Dallas, passed away Decem-
ber 10, 2021, in Lake Dal-
las. Th e family will receive 
friends from 11:00 A.M. 
to Noon on Tuesday, De-
cember 14, 2021, at Geo. 
J. Carroll & Son Funeral 
Home.  A graveside ser-
vice will follow, beginning 
at 1:00 P.M. on Tuesday at 
Fairview Cemetery.
History
 Janet was born April 23, 
1937 in Midland, MI.  She 
lived a very spiritual life and 

loved reading her Bible.  She 
also enjoyed coloring and 
had an extensive doll collec-
tion.  Mrs. Berryhill loved 
her family deeply and trea-
sured her time spent with 
grandchildren.  She was a 
devoted member of Grace 
Friendship Baptist Church.

Mrs. Berryhill was preceded 
in death by: parents, Don-
ald and Carroll (Hancock) 
Mudd; husband, Clyde Ar-
thur Berryhill; three sisters; 
one brother; and longtime 
friend, Gilbert Mozingo.

Survivors include: son, 
James Cecil Berryhill and 
wife, Colleen of Michigan; 
son, William Lee Berryhill 
and wife, Angela Jean of 
Lake Dallas; brother-in-law, 
Jim Harner of Oil City, MI; 
and numerous grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews, and be-
loved friends, including 
Laura Arnold who helped 
greatly with Mrs. Berryhills’ 
care.
Donations
 Memorial contributions 
may be made to Grace 
Friendship Baptist Church 
of Gainesville, TX.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Susan Amelia Menzie

Services
Susan Amelia Menzie, age 

75, died of natural causes on 
December 7, 2021 in John 
Peter Smith Hospital in Ft. 
Worth, Texas.
 A funeral service is sched-
uled for 10:00 A.M. on 
Monday, December 13, 
2021, at Geo. J. Carroll 
& Son Funeral Home in 
Gainesville with interment 
to follow at Fairview Cem-
etery in Gainesville, TX. All 
are welcome to attend and 
celebrate Susan’s life.
History
 Susan was born on May 8, 
1946 in Gainesville, TX to 
parents Joseph and Elizabeth 
Schully. She graduated from 
Gainesville High School and 
then received her cosmetol-
ogy instructor license in 
1970. She married Michael 
Menzie in 1972 and they 
had 2 boys together. Susan 
was a loving mother and 
grandmother.
Survivors
 Susan is survived by son, 
Matthew Menzie and wife, 
Michele of Denton, TX; 
son, Mark Menzie and wife, 
Carrie of Lindsay, TX; 4 
grandchildren; sister, Jo El-
len (Jodi) Schully of Gaines-
ville; brother, Dan Schully 
of Lindsay; and several cous-
ins.
 She was preceded in death 
by her former husband, 
Michael Quest Menzie of 

Denton, TX; father, Joseph 
Ray Schully and mother, 
Elizabeth Ellen Schully of 
Gainesville, TX; and niece, 
Melissa Sue Schully of 
Grand Prairie, TX.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
sent to Noah’s Ark Animal 
Shelter at 2501 N. Weaver 
St., Gainesville, TX 76240.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Rochelle Froh

Services
 Rochelle Rae Froh, 75, 
of Lake Kiowa, TX, passed 
away December 1, 2021 at 
her home. A memorial ser-
vice for Mrs. Froh will begin 
at 10:00 A.M. on Tuesday, 
December 21, 2021, at First 
United Methodist Church 
of Gainesville, TX with 
Rev. Adam Spore offi  ciat-
ing.  A reception for family 
and friends to celebrate Ro-
chelle’s life will be held from 
12:00 to 2:00 P.M. at the 
Lake Kiowa Lodge follow-
ing the service.
History
 Rochelle was born June 
13, 1946 in Stevens Point, 
WI.  She was raised in Bea-
ver Dam, WI and gradu-
ated from high school there 
in 1965.  She married Jerry 
Froh on April 27, 1968.  
Mrs. Froh graduated from 
Dental Assistance School in 
Minneapolis, MN and had a 
successful career of over 35 
years in dentistry.  Th e Froh 
family moved to Texas in 
1976 and lived in various lo-
cales before retiring to Lake 
Kiowa.
 With Jerry working for 
the airline industry, he and 
Rochelle were able to travel 
the world together, visit-
ing places such as Hawaii, 
Europe, Alaska and Tahiti 
(where they spent their 40th 
wedding anniversary).  Trav-
eling remained one of Mrs. 
Froh’s favorite hobbies along 
with dancing, reading, play-
ing cards, keeping up with 
Days of Our Lives, and 
spending time with family 
at the lake house.  She loved 
decorating and entertaining, 
hosting many family and 
holiday gatherings.
 Mrs. Froh was a woman 
of faith and loved Jesus 
Christ.  She was a caring 
and generous person, often 
sharing her smile and at-
tention with others in need.  
Mrs. Froh was involved with 
many choirs, including her 
church in Merrimac, WI 
and Robson Ranch in Den-
ton, TX.  She also greatly 
contributed to the Women’s 
Club and Gourmet Club at 
Lake Kiowa, TX.
 Mrs. Froh was preceded 
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details on pricing for the 
splash pad and monument.
 “Currently the cost of 
Phase 2 which is the splash 
pad is $52,249 and the 
monument comes in at 
$32,327 for a total cost of 
$84,576,” Creswell said. 
“Th at is just for phase 2 
and 3. We have raised all 
the funds for the splash 
pad, and then we have 
raised about 50 percent of 
the funds for the monu-
ment which covers part 1 
of phase 3 which is pouring 
the concrete and getting the 
personalized bricks into the 
ground.”
 Fundraising eff orts con-
tinue for the granite plaque, 

he added.
 Th e park committee 
hopes to break ground on 
the splash pad and monu-
ment in February or March 
2022.
 Water Play Solutions Di-
rect Sales Manager Susie 
Cirillo told councilmem-
bers she wanted to bring 
them “up to date” on de-
tails of the park project in-
cluding water usage for the 
splash pad and associated 
costs.
 Cirillo noted the ini-
tial splashpad will include 
ground sprays. Above 
ground water features could 
also be added, she said. 
 “What we’ve quoted for 
now is a fresh water system 
which means that it’s not 
chemically treated like a 
pool,” she said. “It’s pretty 
much just fresh water that 
comes through the features 
and then it goes to waste.”
 She also discussed op-
tions for capturing and 

recycling water used at the 
splash pad.
 “Right now, what we’ve 
proposed and priced out, 
which Austin shared those 
numbers with you, that is 
for a fresh water system,” 
Cirillo said. “It is not for 
recirculating or chemically 
treating that water. It pretty 
much comes out and goes 
straight to waste.”
 Other options are avail-
able, she said.
 “Th ere is another option 
which is a recirculation sys-
tem,” she said. “Same con-
cept as a pool and instead of 
draining to waste, [water] 
would go into a thousand 
gallon holding tank and 
from there it’s fully treat-
ed…chlorine and acid just 

like a pool and it would be 
reused, recycled.”
 Th e chemical treatment 
system would increase the 
cost of the project.
 “It’s a bigger investment 
up front,” Cirillo said. “But 
over time it would pay for 
itself within a few seasons.”
 Sullivan said city staff  
members would have to 
test the chemically treated 
water twice or so daily. “I 
don’t know the specs be-
cause we’ve never had a 
splash pad but generally 
I would expect us to send 
somebody at least to hit the 
button, watch it cycle, test 
the water with our own test 
kit and then the computer 
would take care of it the 
rest of the time.”
 Cirillo said the price of 
a recirculation system is 
“about $45,000.” 
 Sullivan said the recircu-
lating system could save the 
city approximately $15,000 
per season in water costs. 

“Ultimately… it takes two 
and a half seasons to pay for 
itself,” he said. “Plus we’re 
saving water.” He also said 
money to make up the dif-
ference between the fresh 
and chemically-treated 
splash pad systems could 
potentially be derived from 
assigned funds. Th e ar-
rangement would allow the 
B.P. Douglas group to add 
city funds to the money 
it has collected and ear-
marked for the splash pad.
 “Th at way it actually saves 
the city maintenance, and 
we’re saving that up front 
but I have not had enough 
time to fully investigate 
this so before I would feel 
comfortable making that 
recommendation I would 
need more time,“ Sullivan 
said.
 Mayor Pro Tem Ken Kee-
ler agreed.
 “I think what we’re say-
ing, at least from my view-
point is, we would like to 
take two weeks to explore 
this, get the real numbers, 
look at the possibility of the 
city maybe adding some 
money to it and if we can 
make all this happen and 
give you a design in two 
weeks, it sounds like we’re 
still within the [building] 
time frame,”  Keeler said.
 Next, the council also ap-
proved a resolution direct-
ing publication of notice of 
intention to issue combina-
tion tax and revenue certifi -
cates of obligation.
 “Basically, the council 
is looking to issue about 
$7.75 million worth of 
debt to pay for a new fi re 
station, expand the civic 
center and improve mul-
tiple streets and utilities 
throughout the city,” Sul-
livan said. “Th is resolu-
tion says ‘not to exceed $8 
million’ so they do some 
rounding because there’s 
some cost for fi nancing 
and all that… and it also 
mentions we expect the 
interest rate not to be over 
four. I believe it’s going 
to be a lot cheaper than 
that… even with the Fed 
starting to tighten up so 
what this would do is allow 
us to sell debt at the begin-
ning of February. Usually 
we try to hit the fi rst of the 
year when we sell debt be-
cause there is usually a big-
ger need and not as much 
supply at that time… this 
is the fi rst step of approv-
ing this so we can move 
forward with the bond 
sale. Th is is in the budget 
and all of our plans are in 
the fi ve-year CIP [Capital 
Improvement Plan] and 
fi ve year budget as well.”
 Th e council also approved 
a resolution denying a mi-
nor plat with variances in 
the Cooper Addition situ-
ated at 1200 Wine Street. 
 In addition, Keeler rec-
ognized Star of North Texas 
recipient Johnny Leftwich.
 “You know I don’t have 

a speech prepared,” Keeler 
said. “And I don’t think it 
would be possible to put a 
speech together to describe 
everything that you and 
your family have done for 
the city of Gainesville, for 
the citizens. Not only have 
you done it but you keep 
doing it, and if there was 
ever an ambassador for the 
city of Gainesville it would 
have to be you.” Presenting 
the award, Keeler added, 
“No one deserves this more 
than you.”
 Sullivan presented the 
Employee of the Month 
award to wastewater treat-
ment plant operator James 
Weaver, noting the contri-
butions to public safety and 
health made by wastewater 
treatment plant workers.
 “I can tell you every time 
I’m out there, James is out 
there,” Sullivan said. “He 
always has a smile on his 
face so even more impor-
tantly just getting the job 
done, he does it in a good 
mood. He’s positive. Th at 
helps other people be posi-
tive…. I appreciate every-
thing you do.”
 Th e city council also ap-
proved the following con-
sent agenda items.
 Minutes of the Nov. 16, 
2021 meeting.
 A resolution making the 
appointment of Tom Reyn-
olds to the Texoma Com-
munity Center Board of 
Trustees.
 A resolution of the city 
council authorizing the 
mayor of the city to execute 
a ground lease assignment 
from Fly 4X2 LLC to Eq-
uity Trust Company Cus-
todian FBO William K. 
Goeken IRA for a private 
hangar lease at Gainesville 
Municipal Airport.
 Mayor Tommy Moore 
was not present for Tues-
day’s meeting.

Gainesville to Study Possible 
Changes to Splash Pad Project

Meurer Catches Lake Record - Pictured is the Youth 
Lake record bass for Lake Lewisville caught by Dayne 
Meurer on Saturday, December 4, 2021. He was rep-
resenting the Lindsay ISD Bass Team in a high school 
bass tournament held by Texas High School Bass As-
sociation. The fi sh weighed 9.94 lbs. The fi sh helped 
he and Corey Metzler weigh in at 6th place out of 209 
teams. Lindsay ISD as a whole ranks 4th among all 
school in the North Texas Division.          (Courtesy Photo)  

Medical Specialist for Adults
Diabetes | Hypertension | Heart Disease 
IBS | Arthritis | Anxiety | Fibromyalgia 
Joint Pain | Depression | Chr nic Pain

Dr. V.K. Agarwal, MD MACP
Board Certi  ed in Internal Medicine 1994, 2004, 2014

Clinical Assistant Professor at University of North Texas
Ex-Assistant Professor at University of Florida

Gold Medalist MD (India)

Monday thru Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m. • Sat & Sun by appointment

940-668-1100
715 E. California St., Suite D • Gainesville

Medicare, Medicaid and all insurances accepted or cash pay.

2 Entrances:
2301 Foundry Rd & 2100 N. I-35

940.665.2800

DEF RECYCLING

Buying ALL

Scrap Metal

Sell New &

Used Steel
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Cooke County Sheriff  
Logs Incident Reports
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following incidents were 
reported to the Cooke 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.
 An incident of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram was re-
ported at Bowie Court.
 Unlawful possession of a 
fi rearm by a felon was re-
ported in the 500 block of 
North I-35.
 Kenneth Lee Boggs re-
ported fraudulent use/pos-
session of identifying in-
formation in the 100 block 
of South Robinson Street 
in Myra.
 Hamideh Mary Bell re-

ported harassment in the 
100 block of Oak Ridge 
Drive.
 Humphrey Quarter 
Horses reported crimi-
nal mischief less than 
$150,000 in the 10000 
block of East Highway 82.
 Criminal mischief less 
than $750 was reported in 
the 300 block of County 
Road 451.
 Mark Allen Tell reported 
credit card or debit card 
abuse in the 100 block of 
Kiowa Drive West.
 
Arrest Log
 Mandy Elaine Sanders, 

33, motion to revoke pro-
bation – credit/debit card 
abuse.
 Jezick Caleb Collett, 18, 
sexual assault of a child.
 Joshua Michael Bell, 38, 
failed to signal required 
distance before turning.
 Julian Manuel Rocha, 
18, possession of drug par-
aphernalia.
 June Elizabeth Mead-
ows, 61, public intoxica-
tion pedestrian.
 Danny Ray Davidson, 
48, parole violation.
 John Aaron Ryles, 35, 
possession of drug para-
phernalia, failure to main-

tain fi nancial responsibility, 
failure to appear, posses-
sion of drug parapherna-
lia, failure to appear/bail 
jumping – misdemeanor.
 William Lee Rowland, 
36, injury to a child/elder-
ly/disabled person – reck-
less bodily injury, assault 
family/household member 
impede breathing/circula-
tion.
 Dylan Ryan Ronken, 17, 
aggravated assault.
 Kara Nicole Martin, 32, 
possession of drug para-
phernalia, possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than one gram.

GAINESVILLE – Friends 
and families of Gainesville 
and surrounding com-
munities are invited to 
celebrate the magic of the 
Christmas season through    
“Canticles in Candlelight,” 
a brilliant sacred cantata 
performed by choir and 
clergy of First Presbyterian 
Church and guest musi-
cians from First Christian 
Church, Gainesville.
 Th is inspirational and 
free event will take place 
at 7:00 p.m. on Friday 
evening, December 17, 
2021  at First Presbyterian 
Church, 401 S. Denton, 
Gainesville, Texas.
 Th ose attending will join 
with the choir in singing 
traditional Advent and 
Christmas carols while ex-
periencing new music in 
creative arrangements by 
master choral composer, 

Joseph M. Martin under 
the direction of Dr. Jeff rey 
Schleff .
 Born in North Carolina, 
Joseph Martin is a trans-
planted native Texan. He 
earned music degrees in 
piano performance from 
Furman University and the 

University of Texas, where 
he served on the faculty for 
fi ve years.
 A prolifi c composer, 
Martin has written 50 ma-
jor works for voices and in-
struments and is the artist-
in-residence at Concordia 
University in Austin. Jo-

seph resides in Austin with 
his wife, Sue, and their 
children, Jonathan and Au-
brey.
 Th e program lasts ap-
proximately 45 minutes, 
and refreshments will be 
available at the conclusion 
of the cantata.

‘Canticles in Candlelight’ 
Set at First Presbyterian

CALLISBURG – Callis-
burg ISD will be hosting 
meetings on December 
16, 2021, at Callisburg 
Elementary School start-
ing at 6:30 pm and Janu-
ary 5, 2022, at Callisburg 
Middle/High School start-
ing at 6:30 pm to discuss 
the current conditions of 
school facilities and pos-
sible future facility needs.  
 Callisburg ISD has con-
ducted a facilities assess-
ment of all current school 
buildings and facilities and 
a demographic study to 
project student enrollment 
over the next ten years.  

Th e fi ndings of these two 
studies will be presented.  
Additional information in-
cluded in these two meet-
ings are the survey results 
of the faculty and staff  of 
Callisburg ISD. 
 Residents of the district 
are invited to attend either 
meeting.  A time for ques-
tions will occur at the end 
of the presentation.  In ad-
dition, the audience will 
be asked to answer a short 
survey form before the end 
of the meeting.  Th ese sur-
vey results will be added to 
previous results from the 
faculty and staff  of the dis-

trict to identify the top pri-
orities for the district over 
the next several years.  
 Previous meetings were 
held on December 8, 2021 
at Callisburg Middle/High 
School and on December 
9, 2021 at Lake Kiowa 
Lodge.  Superintendent 
Donald L. Metzler and 
professional staff  from Ei-
kon Consulting Group will 
be the presenters. 
 Prior to the meetings, 
questions and or com-
ments may be emailed to 
dmetzler@cisdtx.net.  He 
may also be reached at 
940-665-0540, ext. 211.

CISD to Host Long 

Range Plan Meetings

License # TACLA 26542C

Are you prepared for the 
upcoming winter season?
Give us a call to take advantage of our Fall/
Winter Preventative Maintenance Special.

Only $99.00 for one system and
$79.00 per additional system. 

Available from October 1 through January 1 2022. 
Residential, Commercial • New Construction

Single and Multi-Family • Discounts for Veterans
 Maintenance Agreements • 24 Hr Emergency Services 

No Overtime Fees. 
Of  ce Hours M-F 7AM-4PM

After Hours Service Available Including Weekends

Dr. Bhupinder Khaira
General Surgery 
(940) 668-6878

Dr. Chris Vissers
Orthopedics

(940) 612-8840

If you have met your insurance 
deductible, now is a great time to 
schedule orthopedic and general 
surgeries before the end of 2021.

Contact an NTMC Health surgeon today 
to schedule a consultation.

www.ntmconline.net

Incision Precision.           

Orthopedic Procedures:
• Arthroscopic procedures
• Joint repair, reconstruction and replacement
 
General Surgery Procedures:
• Appendectomy
• Cholecystectomy
• Endoscopy lab for examining the colon and stomach
• Hernia repair
• Minimally invasive laparoscopic surgery 
 

A New Legacy of Care.

PAPP CK 'N' MAILPACK 'N' MAIL
The Packing Pros

We take the hassle out of shipping!
FED EX US Mail

UPS Packing Materials
Boxes Mailbox Rental

Passport Photos Fax
Document Shredding Notary

Copies

1014 E. Hwy 82, Gainesville
Between Big Lots & Family Dollar
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Vehicles Include Free Warranty Ask For Details!
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1601 Independence Ave • Gainesville, Tx
2016 Ford Expedition

2015 GMC Sierra
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2016 Ford F-150
Lariat Supercrew
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NO PROBLEM!

CALL
 Trey Baumeister

TODAY!
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Opinions
Patrick J. Buchanan

Biden’s Full Plate - Ukraine, Taiwan, Tehran

By Patrick J. Buchanan

One day after warning 
Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin he would face 
“severe” economic sanc-
tions, “like ones he’s never 
seen,” should Russia invade 
Ukraine, President Joe 
Biden assured Americans 
that sending U.S. combat 
troops to Ukraine is “not 
on the table.”
 America is not going to 
fi ght Russia over Ukraine.
 “Th e idea that the Unit-
ed States is going to unilat-
erally use force to confront 
Russia invading Ukraine 
is not in the cards,” said 
Biden. “We have a moral 
obligation and a legal ob-
ligation to our NATO 
allies,” but “that obliga-
tion does not extend to ... 
Ukraine.”

 Anti-interventionists 
who have opposed bring-
ing Ukraine into NATO 
may just have kept Amer-
ica out of a confrontation 
or war with Russia.
 Yet hard negotiations 
lie ahead on the two de-
mands Putin has made a 
condition of keeping his 
100,000 troops on his side 
of the border.
 First, there must be le-
gal guarantees Ukraine 
will not be brought into 
NATO. Second, the U.S. 
and NATO must not arm 
Kyiv with off ensive weap-
ons that would present an 
intolerable threat to Rus-
sia.
 Meeting these condi-
tions would seem an easier 
proposition than getting 
them written into an agree-
ment acceptable to Kyiv. 
 How, for example, does 
Biden get the Ukrainians 
to accept a U.S.-Russia 
deal that says their country 
can never be a member of 
NATO?
 Russian military pres-
sure on Ukraine, however, 
is but one of several crises 
where America fi nds itself 
at the center.
 Biden this week ordered 
a diplomatic boycott of 
the Winter Olympics in 

China. U.S. athletes may 
participate in the games, 
but no U.S. government 
offi  cial will attend in a for-
mal capacity. 
 Th e White House says 
the purpose is to show dis-
approval of Beijing’s “geno-
cide” against the Uyghurs, 
its crushing of the democ-
racy movement in Hong 
Kong and its threat to take 
over Taiwan.
 Beijing has been con-
temptuous of the U.S. 
diplomatic boycott, but 
Canada, Australia and the 
U.K. followed America’s 
lead and declared their 
own diplomatic boycotts.
 Th e Winter Olympics 
will take place on the 50th 
anniversary of President 
Richard Nixon’s historic 
trip, where the U.S., in 
the Shanghai Communi-
que, acceded to the con-
tention of Chairman Mao 
Zedong’s People’s Republic 
that Taiwan “is a part of 
China.”
 Under Jimmy Carter, the 
U.S. security treaty with 
Taiwan that dated back to 
the Korean War was al-
lowed to lapse, and the 
U.S. recognized the PRC 
as the sole legitimate gov-
ernment of China.
 As Putin may see his des-

tiny and legacy as return-
ing Ukraine into a closer 
union with Russia, so Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping 
seems to see his crowning 
achievement in the return 
of Taiwan to the mother-
land after almost a century 
of separation.
 What will the Americans 
do if China attempts to use 
force to bring Taiwan back? 
As with Ukraine, the U.S. 
has no treaty obligation to 
fi ght to maintain the inde-
pendence and sovereignty 
of the island of 24 million. 
 Yet U.S. inaction if Chi-
na attacked, invaded or 
forced the submission of 
Taiwan to Beijing would 
shake the credibility of 
U.S. treaty commitments 
to Japan, South Korea, the 
Philippines and Australia.
 Still another crisis may 
be brewing with Iran. 
 Th is week, CIA Director 
William Burns said there 
was no indication that Teh-
ran is attempting to weap-
onize its nuclear program. 
 Th e spy agency “doesn’t 
see any evidence that Iran’s 
supreme leader has made a 
decision to move to wea-
ponize,” said Burns to the 
Wall Street Journal’s CEO 
Council.
 Yet, the 2015 nuclear 

deal, from which President 
Donald Trump withdrew, 
appears on the brink of 
collapse. Th e administra-
tion is being pushed by the 
Israelis and the hawks on 
Capitol Hill to break off  
the negotiations and pre-
pare for military action.
 Iran, however, a predom-
inantly Shia nation of 85 
million, is not without al-
lies. Th ere is a Shia major-
ity in Iraq. Iran has trained 
and armed militias in Syria 
as well as Iraq. It sustains 
Hezbollah in Lebanon, 
Hamas in Gaza, and the 
Houthi rebels who occupy 
the Yemeni capital and 
most of the northern half 
of the country.
 Why does Iran not al-
ready have the bomb? 
 Th e answer seems a sim-
ple one. While the Iranians 
have the knowledge, capac-
ity and experience to build 
a bomb, they have, like 
Japan, Brazil and South 
Korea, elected to forgo the 
option, as the risks inher-
ent in an Iranian bomb are 
greater than any probable 
rewards.
 Not only has the ayatol-
lah declared atomic weap-
ons immoral, but it is diffi  -
cult to see what Iran would 
gain from testing a nuclear 

weapon.
 Tehran’s great foe, Israel, 
has an arsenal of nuclear 
weapons with the ability to 
deliver them by air, subma-
rine-based cruise missile or 
ballistic missile. And a nu-
clear Iran would soon lead 
to a nuclear-armed Saudi 
Arabia, Turkey and Egypt, 
Sunni nations all. How 
would that benefi t Tehran?
 Truly, Biden has a full 
plate of foreign policy cri-
ses.
 His guiding principle in 
dealing with Russia, China 
and Iran should be a sim-
ple one: Consistent with 
securing the vital national 
interests of the USA, keep 
us out of what Winston 
Churchill called “unneces-
sary wars.”
 For such are invariably 
the death of great powers.
 Patrick J. Buchanan is 
the author of “Nixon’s 
White House Wars: Th e 
Battles Th at Made and 
Broke a President and Di-
vided America Forever.” 
To fi nd out more about 
Patrick Buchanan and read 
features by other Creators 
writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators website 
at www.creators.com.
 COPYRIGHT 2021 
CREATORS.COM

Editor’s note – Letters to 
the Editor refl ect only the 
opinion of the author and 
not that of Th e Weekly 
News of Cooke County. 
Facts contained in Letters 
to the Editor are claims of 
the author only. Th e (...) 
denotes areas that have 
been edited.

To the Editor, 

 As a person who was 
born in Gainesville, raised 
in Gainesville and started 
my family here, we have 
something to be proud of 
in our community hospi-
tal, North Texas Medical 
Center. I made a quick trip 
to the emergency room 
and was impressed by the 
quickness, thoroughness 
and the knowledge of the 
staff , was admitted and re-
ceived the same care as in 
the emergency room. Th e 
nurses cared for my well 
being and the doctors were 
extremely thorough. My 
thanks to Dr. Farahat and 
the staff  at NTMC, JOB 
WELL DONE.
 To the citizens of Cooke 
County we have something 
to proud of in our Hospi-
tal, and to the Hospital 
staff  thank you for being 
there.

John Nicholson
Gainesville

To the Editor, 

 Christmas 2021 is Fast 
Approaching!  Lights, pa-
rades, decorations, orna-
ments, trees of various 
colors, pine needles stuck 
in the carpet until April, 
garland, holly, mistletoe, 
stories of Christmas past, 
the wonderful smell of 
chocolate, divinity, pecan 
pies, cookies of green & 
red food coloring, candy 
canes, church celebrations, 
ham, dressing (or stuffi  ng), 
family & friends, the smell 
of fi replaces in the winter 
air, + all the smiles of joy 
& wonder on the faces of 
kids, young & old.
 And let’s not forget Old 
Saint Nick, Santa Claus 
himself, arriving out of 
the sky, guided from the 
North Pole by 9 reindeer, 
Dasher & Dancer, Prancer 
& Vixen, Comet & Cu-
pid, Donner & Blitzen, 
and Rudolph.  Kids will 
recognize Rudolph, for he 
is the one with the Bright 
Red Nose. 
 Gainesville really “does 
it up right” when it comes 
to Christmas lights & 
decorations.  Besides the 
municipal decorations 
throughout the downtown 
district, thousands of resi-
dences adorn their homes 
in the most wonderful way.
 Every time I think I have 
witnessed the best col-
laboration of lights, orna-
ments, and other decora-
tions at someone’s home, 

just around the corner is 
another amazing display.
 And who can forget the 
White Christmas of 2009?  
Snow began to fall in the 
late morning on Christ-
mas Eve, and it snowed & 
snowed & snowed.  Along 
with 40-50 Mph winds 
that afternoon, we experi-
enced blizzard conditions.  
Christmas 2009 was only 
the fourth (4th) White 
Christmas on record for 
the DFW area since me-
teorological records have 
been kept.
 Let us remember the 
true meaning of Christmas.  
For most of us, Christmas 
is a celebration of the birth 
of Jesus Christ, our King & 
Savior.  It is thought that 
the 4th Century Church 
in Rome adopted Decem-
ber 25 as the offi  cial date, 
supposedly coinciding 
with what early Christians 
believed that was a nine-
month period since Christ 
was conceived. 
 Jesus was born to the 
Virgin Mary in Bethle-
hem.  Luke 2:7states, “She 
gave birth to her fi rst son, 
wrapped him in clothes 
& laid him in a manger-
there was no room in the 
inn.”  Shepherds in nearby 
fi elds were informed of the 
birth of Jesus by an Angel, 
and were the fi rst to see the 
newborn savior.
 Magi (astrologers), ar-
rived to visit the newborn 
king.  Th ey brought gifts 
of gold, frankincense, & 

myrrh.  Visitors who came 
to see the newborn Jesus 
had followed a mysterious 
star, commonly known 
as the Star of Bethlehem, 
which announced the birth 
of Jesus.
 Many residences & 
churches exhibit nativity 
scenes.  One local church, 
the First Presbyterian, has 
had a live nativity scene 
at times, several days prior 
to Christmas, with church 
members portraying the 
various characters, as well 
as live animals partici-
pating in a wonderful & 
breath-taking rendition of 
the birth of the Christ Je-
sus.
 Th erefore, this Christ-
mas season, enjoy with 
family & friends.  Cel-
ebrate at & with your local 
church.  Reach out & help 
the needy & less fortunate.  
Count & be aware of the 
blessings that God & Jesus 
have bestowed on you & 
your family.
 Pray for peace.  Pray 
for health & wellbeing of 
our military troops.  Th e 
battles those young men 
& women sometime wage 
represents the reason that 
we are free to celebrate 
Christmas, and, as I have 
stated before, prayer re-
mains the most powerful 
tool that the current hu-
man species can possesses.

Dean Smith
Gainesville

Letters to the Editor...
By Froma Harrop

Four long years ago, Amer-
ica went into convulsions 
over revelations that Hol-
lywood producer Harvey 
Weinstein sexually preyed 
on women pursuing careers 
in show business. Th us was 
launched the #MeToo era 
in which women openly 
spoke of sexual violence at 
the hands of rich, powerful 
men. 
 Numerous cases have 
since come to the fore, 
many seemingly of merit 
but some colored by spite, 
mental disturbance or 
money. Not all accusations, 
even ones with substance, 
are equal.
 Start with the extraordi-
nary case of hedge funder 
Jeff rey Epstein, who lured 
underage girls to his palaces 
in Palm Beach, Florida, and 
the Virgin Islands. Epstein 
is said to have committed 
suicide by hanging, though 
many suspect he was mur-
dered. 
 Th e real scandal was not 
his allegedly insatiable lust 
but his procuring of girls 
younger than 18. Th e girls, 
at least one as young as 14, 
could not legally give con-
sent even if they verbally 
did. 
 But some of the injured 
parties were in their 20s, 

which makes the extent of 
their victimization less clear. 
A wealthy and handsome 
single man surrounded by 
vast luxury could have been 
seen as a conduit to a life of 
glamour.
 “Filthy Rich,” a docu-
mentary about Epstein, 
spends a good amount of 
time with Sarah Ransome. 
She was young but in her 
early 20s when she fl ew to 
Epstein’s private island on 
his private plane. Th ere, she 
claimed, he raped her sev-
eral times. 
 But when they got back 
to New York, Ransome 
moved into an apartment 
owned by Epstein and the 
sex continued. “I still be-
lieved he would help me 
get to fashion school,” she 
said. And he was giving her 
money.” 
 And she has a book to 
sell.
 What do you do with 
this? Th e documentary 
neglected to mention that 
Ransome had previously 
worked as an exotic dancer 
and escort. On camera, she 
played the ingenue, saying 
in a sing-song that when 
she arrived in New York, “I 
didn’t know anyone” and 
“I didn’t have money.” She 
cried unconvincingly.
 Rape is a heinous crime, 
whether or not the victim is 
a woman of experience. But 
Ransome kept going back. 
 She tried to fi nesse this 
by writing that her mother 
was a severe alcoholic and 
she was raped twice in her 
early teens. She said that 
this traumatic history left 
her susceptible to abuse by 
the likes of Epstein. Th at 
would be undeniably true, 
but Epstein came later. 
 Th ere is the ongoing 
case of E. Jean Carroll, a 

writer who accused Donald 
Trump of raping her, which 
he denies. She’s currently 
suing the former president 
for defamation -- for calling 
her a liar and saying “she’s 
not my type.” Does making 
a “crude” remark constitute 
defamation? Th e Biden ad-
ministration doesn’t seem 
to think so.
 Th e rape accusation is 
also problematic. Carroll 
waited 23 years before go-
ing public with it in a story 

for New York magazine and 
when Trump was president. 
She appeared on the cover 
modeling the dress she wore 
that day. 
 And she had a book to 
sell. 
 Th e former Elle magazine 
columnist wrote that she 
and Trump had recognized 
each other at the Bergdorf 
Goodman department 
store in New York, at which 
point she agreed to help 
him fi nd a gift for an un-

identifi ed woman. Carroll 
ended up accompanying 
him into a dressing room 
in the lingerie department 
with a fl imsy thing that 
Trump wanted her to mod-
el. She said she was simply 
joshing. 
 A very serious crime may 
have then occurred. But it 
has yet to be verifi ed, and 
again, this wasn’t a case of 
a young girl being plucked 
off  the streets.
 Th e details change the 

heat of these stories. Th ey 
matter, even when they in-
volve predators and creeps.
 Follow Froma Harrop 
on Twitter @FromaHar-
rop. She can be reached at 
fharrop@gmail.com. To 
fi nd out more about Froma 
Harrop and read features 
by other Creators writers 
and cartoonists, visit the 
Creators webpage at www.
creators.com.
 COPYRIGHT 2021 
CREATORS.COM

Froma Harrop

In Th ese #MeToo Accusations, the Details Matter
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Anonymously 
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Gainesville at 
940.612.0000

For emergencies, 
call 911
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in death by: parents, Bud 
and Bernita (Root) Dreger; 
brothers-in-law: Joe Froh 
and Jack Froh; and sister-in-
law, Joan Manahan.
Survivors
 Survivors include: hus-
band of 53 years, Jerry 
Froh of Lake Kiowa, TX; 
daughter, Lisa Gum and 
husband, Rich of Lindsay, 
TX; son, Ryan Froh and 
wife, Neyle of Fort Worth, 
TX; step-daughter, Jill Blair 
and husband, Mitch of 
Lawrenceville, GA; grand-
children: Maggie, Matt, 
Landri, Kailyn, Kassidy, 
Karson, Rhett, Mills, Beau, 
Aly, and Jake; sister, Jan 
Blank and husband, Fred 
of Neshkoro, WI; brother, 
Paul Dreger and wife, Lori 
of Neshkoro; brother, Mark 
Dreger of Neshkoro; sister-
in-law, Judy Kirchoff  and 
husband, Harry of Beaver 
Dam, WI; sister-in-law, Jane 
Lord of Beaver Dam; broth-
er-in-law, Jeff  Froh and wife, 
Marilyn of Merrimack, WI; 
brother-in-law, Jim Froh 
and wife, Cindy of Water-
town, WI; sister-in-law, Jill 
Nadler and husband, Pat 
of Lake Mills, WI; sister-
in-law, Janet Runstrom and 
husband, Jon of Sun Prairie, 
WI; sister-in-law, June Al-
len and husband, Cary of 
Bedford, TX; sister-in-law, 
Neney Froh of Beaver Dam; 
sister-in-law, Judy Moede 
and husband, Jerry of West 
Bend, WI; brother-in-law, 
Pat Monahan of Whitewa-
ter, WI; and many nieces 
and nephews.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Steve Fette

Services
 Services for Steve were at 
Sacred Heart Church De-
cember 5th and 6th.  Steve’s 
ashes will be buried at Sa-
cred Heart Cemetery.
History
 Stephen Wayne Fette, also 
known as Steve and Popo was 
born September 30,1950 to 
Stephen and Marie Fette.  
Just 4 wks after Steve’s birth, 
his father passed suddenly 
& at the young age of 13, 
Steve’s Mom passed from 
cancer.  Steve has 2 sisters, 
Debbie Endres & Candy 
Riggs.  Once Steve’s Dad 
passed his mother remarried 
to Hank Walterscheid and 
Steve was blessed with half 
siblings Dale, twins Nick 
& Neil, and Barbie.  At the 
time of Steve’s Mom’s death 
the kids were 15, 14, 13, 8, 
4, and 2 years old.  Along 
with parents, Steve is pre-
ceded in death by a child, 
father in law Steve Grewing, 
his grandparents, brother in 
law Gary Barnhill, and step 
father Hank Walterscheid.
 Steve grew up in Muen-
ster. After attending both 
MISD & Sacred Heart 
Schools; graduating from 
Muenster ISD.  Steve and 
Marla married on Steve’s 
birthday in 1972. 
 Steve was a mechanic and 
a gun smith. He was such 
a good mechanic.  Wilde 
Chevrolet, Brown Motor 
Company, Gene Hodebeck, 

& H&H pool decks are 
some of the places that were 
lucky enough to have Steve’s 
expertise. Steve counted 
down the days to retirement 
his last year as a mechanic 
and retired from mechanic 
work at age 62.  For years 
Steve repaired guns and did 
custom loading of bullets 
but once fully retired Steve 
focused more on building 
custom rifl es & he loved 
every minute. Th is hobby 
allowed Steve to make life 
long friends with guys of all 
ages. 
 Steve loved the outdoors 
& nature. He was an ad-
venturer. Steve hunted just 
about everything in North 
America including duck, 
quail, dove, deer, elk, an-
telope, pheasant, rabbits, 
coyotes, prairie dogs, rattle 
snakes, and squirrels.  If 
Steve killed it he skinned it 
and his family ate it. 
 Steve’s healthcare jour-
ney started in 2018 when 
he suddenly had to have 
open heart surgery.  Just a 
few months later Steve was 
diagnosed with myelodys-
plastic syndrome.  Steve was 
a patient at Cancer Treat-
ment Centers of America 
for about 9 months. Steve 
received his bone marrow 
transplant at Med City of 
Dallas on July 18, 2019, it 
was a perfect match. Steve & 
Marla spent countless weeks 
in the hospital. 
 Steve was the best Popo. 
Steve & Marla have 8 grand-
kids.  Steve loved to come 
get the grandkids & take 
them wherever they wanted.  
Whether it be a trip to Ca-
belas, a visit to Walmart, a 
fi shing trip, sitting in a deer 
blind with the best snacks, 
or watching the Green Bay 
Packers. If Steve & the 
grandkids were together 
memories were made. 
Survivors
 Steve is survived by wife of 
49 years Marla Fette, daugh-
ter and son in law Darrell & 
Amy Dangelmayr, daughter 
Becky Fette, and daugh-
ter and son in law Polly & 
Aaron Klement. Grandkids 
Natalie, Stephen, and Kinley 
Dangelmayr, Covy & Gun-
nar Roach, Caden, Carson, 
& Kinsler Klement.  Moth-
er in law Julianna Grewing. 
Sister and brother in law 
Debbie and Clinton Endres, 
sister Candy Riggs, brother 
Dale Walterscheid, brother 
and SIL Neil and Karen 
Walterscheid, and Nick & 
Robynn Walterscheid, and 
sister Barbie Barnhill, sister 
and brother in laws Shelia 
and Cotton Kleinert, Don-
na & Deuce Charles, Elaine 
and Fred Koesler, Larry & 
Lorri Grewing, Jimmy & 
Diane Grewing, Glenn & 
Connie Grewing.  He is 
also survived by the chil-
dren of his step parents and 
their spouses, Nancy & Ed 
Insel, Donna & Lee buddy, 
and Rita Walterschied along 
with numerous nieces and 
nephews.  

Charles ‘Don’ Castle

Services
 Graveside service for 
Charles Don ‘Don’ Castle 
will be held at 2:00 PM 
on Th ursday, December 9, 

2021.
History
 Don was born on October 
2, 1932 in Illinois Bend to 
Everett Owen and Virginia 
Alice (Frazier) Castle. He 
was raised in Illinois Bend 
and attended school there 
until the school closed. He 
graduated from Saint Jo 
High School.
 After graduation, he 
joined the United States 
Army. After being dis-
charged, he attended Texas 
Tech University in Lubbock, 

it was there that he met his 
wife, Francis Josephine ‘Jo’ 
(Chafi n) Castle.
 Don worked as a geolo-
gist with the oilfi eld for sev-
eral years before moving to 
Dallas where he worked for 
Texas Instruments, where he 
worked for 30 years. Once 
he retired, they moved back 
home to Montague County. 
Where he enjoyed the life of 
a farmer. 
 His greatest joy in life 
was spending time with his 
grandchildren and great 

grandchildren.
 Don passed away on Sun-
day, December 5, 2021.
Survivors
 He is survived by daugh-
ter: Shannon and husband 
Tony Gillette of Saint Jo; 
grandchildren: Josh and 
wife Meghan Reeves of 
Lone Oak, Lauren and hus-
band Jeff  Allen of Olathe, 
KS, Sierra and husband 
Edward Palmer of Moore, 
OK, Grant and wife Court-
ney Rodriguez of Norman, 
OK, Lennon Rodriguez of 

Greenville, Chase Rodriguez 
of Moore, OK, Chris and 
wife Molly Gillette of Alex-
ander City, AL, and Shawn 
and wife Gloria Gillette of 
Waynesboro, GA; 24 great 
grandchildren; and numer-
ous friends.
 He was preceded in death 
by his wife: Jo Castle; par-
ents: Everett and Virginia 
Castle; sisters: Marie John-
son and Lavern Trammell; 
and brothers: Young Dar-
nell, Bloyce, and Doyle Cas-
tle.

Obituaries

Sentences Issued for 
Felony Indictments
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following sentences were is-
sued for felony indictments 
and fi led in the 235th Dis-
trict Court.
 Jennifer Anne O’Connor, 
44 was convicted of the 
Sept. 4, 2019 state jail fel-
ony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram and was 
sentenced to fi ve years’ pro-
bation deferred and court 
costs. O’Connor was also 
convicted of the Sept. 4, 
2019 second degree felony 
off ense of engaging in orga-
nized criminal activity man-
ufacture/delivery of a con-
trolled substance less than 
28 grams and was sentenced 
to fi ve years’ probation de-
ferred and court costs.
 Marla Diann Clemmer, 
45, was convicted of the 
Jan. 21, 2020 third degree 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than four grams and 
was sentenced to fi ve years 
suspended time, two years 
confi nement, fi ve years’ pro-
bation, a $750 fi ne plus res-
titution and court costs.
 Austin Ethan Gill, 24, 
was convicted of the July 
31, 2020 fi rst degree felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than 400 grams and was 
sentenced to fi ve years’ pro-
bation, a $1,000 fi ne and 
court costs. Gill was also 
convicted of the July 31, 
2020 third degree felony of-
fense of possession of mari-

juana less than 50 pounds 
and was sentenced to fi ve 
years’ probation deferred, a 
$1,000 fi ne and court costs.
 Daniel Kleinsasser, 22, 
was convicted of the Sept. 
16, 2020 state jail felony of-
fense of possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
one gram and was sentenced 
to two years’ probation de-
ferred, a $500 fi ne ad court 
costs.
 Makayla Brooke Sando-
val, 25, was convicted of the 
Jan. 10, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than four grams and 
was sentenced to three years’ 
probation deferred, a $500 
fi ne plus restitution and 
court costs.
 Josefi na Micaela Cardona, 
23, was convicted of the April 
19, 2021 state jail felony of-
fense of abandoning endan-
gering a child intentionally/
knowingly/reckless criminal 
negligence and was sentenced 
to four years’ probation de-
ferred and court costs. Car-
dona was also convicted of 
the April 19, 2021 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of marijuana less than four 
ounces and was sentenced to 
four years’ probation deferred 
and court costs.
 Larry Raymond Loving 
Jr., 56, was convicted of the 
March 8, 2021 state jail fel-
ony off ense of theft of prop-
erty less than $2,500 with 
two or more previous con-
victions and was sentenced 

to fi ve months, three days 
suspended time, one year 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility plus restitution and 
court costs.
 Melinda Sue Martinez, 
40, was convicted of the 
March 16, 2021 state jail 
felony off ense of theft of 
property less than $30,000 
enhanced elderly individual 
and was sentenced to fi ve 
years’ probation and court 
costs.
 David Michael Fye, 35, 
was convicted of the Jan. 
7, 2019 third degree felony 
off ense of driving while in-
toxicated third or more and 
was sentenced to fi ve years 
suspended time, fi ve years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, fi ve years’ probation, 
a $6,000 fi ne plus restitu-
tion and court costs.
 Shaun Anton Kaufman, 
42, was convicted of the Jan. 
29, 2021 state jail felony of-
fense of possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
one gram and was sentenced 
to 10 months, six days sus-
pended time, one year, three 
months confi nement in a 
state jail facility plus restitu-
tion and court costs.
 Teresa Martinez, 40, was 
convicted of the June 6, 
2021 third degree felony 
off ense of driving while in-
toxicated third or more and 
was sentenced to fi ve years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, fi ve years’ probation, 
a $60 fi ne plus restitution 
and court costs.

(Continued from Page 1)

fl uorescent and reportedly 
cast light on just sides of the 
four-sided clockface.
 “I don’t know what the 
[Texas Historical Commis-
sion] folks would say about 
changing the lights,” Kl-
ement said. “Th ey get per-
snickety.”
 Th e commissioners also 
approved a memorandum of 
understanding with Cooke 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce 
Deputy Janeen Baggette for 
use of an explosives K-9.
 “Janeen is the current K-9 
handler for [department’s] 
drug dog,” Sheriff  Ray Sap-
pington said. “She also has 
an explosive dog, her per-
sonal dog…. She off ered 
to let us use the dog which 
I think is extraordinary. All 
she wants in return is if we 
call the dog out and the dog 
gets injured, she would like 
for the county to reimburse 
her for the vet bills.”
 Baggette would be re-
sponsible for all routine vet-
erinary care and food for her 
dog.
 “I think it’s a great off er,” 
Sappington said, adding the 
dog and the deputy would 
be fully covered by a Texas 
Association of Counties in-
surance policy in the event 
one or both were injured in 
the line of duty. 
 Commissioners also 
unanimously approved 
budgeting insurance money 
of $36,500 with an addi-
tional amount from con-
tingency to replace a 2018 
Chevrolet Tahoe which was 
totaled in a crash Oct. 11, 
2021. Sappington noted 
the deputy involved in the 
crash was not at fault and 
received “very, very minor 
injuries.”
 Th e commissioners voted 
to allow Starnes to obtain a 
contract to be discussed at 
the next meeting regarding 
the Main Street parking lot. 
Starnes reminded commis-
sioners the area is being used 
for storage by a contractor.
 Commissioners also dis-
cussed possible action on 
the Kress building.
 Brad Isbell, President of 
Eikon Construction Group 
said as he understands a 
quote his company provided 
pertains to just one level of 
the multi-story downtown 
Gainesville building.
 “Th e concept, fl oor plan 
and space allocation will 
be for the fi rst fl oor,” Isbell 
said. “Th at will be our fo-
cus.”
 Commissioners agreed to 
allow Eikon to make some 
changes to the consulting 
services contract.
 Next, the commissioners 
voted 4-1 to identify Cooke 
County as the owner of the 
annex building in a contract. 
Th e contract had previously 
stated Cooke County Com-
missioners Court owned the 
building.
 Klement, who cast a dis-
senting vote on the item, 
said he believed the purpose 
for having commission-
ers court mentioned in the 
contract was to limit the op-
portunity for unauthorized 
change orders. He said he 
opposed changing the lan-
guage of the contract with-
out consulting with county 
attorney Ed Zielinksi.
 “Th e reason I’m doing 
this is that I won’t change 
the legal verbiage the county 
attorney has put in there be-
cause I’m not an attorney,” 
Klement said after the vote.

 Th e commissioners took 
no action regarding the 
county radio communica-
tion system. 
 Th ere was some limited 
discussion on various grant 
funds and no talk on future 
agenda items. 
 All members of commis-
sioners court were present 
for Monday’s meeting.
 Commissioners also ap-
proved the following con-
sent agenda items.
 Minutes from previous 
meeting.
 Departmental reports 
for Commissioner Pct. 2 – 
October, Rural subdivision 
& Septic – November, JP 
Pct 1 – November, District 
Clerk – November, Court 
Compliance – November, 
County Clerk – November, 
Constable Pct. 2 – Novem-
ber, Commissioners, Pcts. 3 
& 4 – November, Constable 
Pct. 1 – November, Library 
– October (correction), No-
vember, District Attorney – 
November, JP Pct. 2 – No-
vember, EMS – November.
 FY 2021 budget amend-
ments.
 Payment of monthly bills.
 Payroll and all related ex-
penses.
 Acceptance of insurance 
proceeds of $14,300 for 
Pct. 4 2004 Kubota tractor 
totaled in accident Sept. 22, 
2021 and $988 for Pct. 4 
Landpride mower damaged 
on the same date.
 FY 2022 agreement with 
Muenster Library for library 
services to Cooke County 
citizens.
 Texas County and District 
Retirement System 2022 
plan agreement. Current re-

quired rate is 9.77 percent 
which has been budgeted. 
Also budgeted is a $300,000 
lump sum payment.
 Anonymous donations of 
$10 and $25.60 to the li-
brary.
 Receive and File CSCD 
statement of fi nancial posi-
tion for FY 2021.
 Mutual aid agreements 
with Valley View VFD, In-
dian Creek VFD, Rosston 
VFD and Callisburg VFD 
for FY 2022.
 Investigator John Goble 
to travel out of state for 
training occurring in 2022.
 Application for indigent 
cremation of one individual 
as requested by his spouse.
 Five-year lease agreement 
eff ective Jan. 30, 2022 with 
Pitney Bowes for postage 
machine through Buy-
board.
 Acceptance of $485 for 
rebated sales for participat-
ing in cooperative purchas-
ing through the Buy Board 
for FY 2021.
 Road bore construction 
and indemnity agreement 
for Woodbine Special Util-
ity District under CR 128 at 
intersection with CR 189 in 
PCt. 1.
 Texas Facilities Change of 
Authorized Representative 
terms and conditions.
 Library closing Jan. 19 
through Jan. 21, 2022 for 
continuing collection inven-
tory.
 Library application for the 
2021 TexTreasures grant.
 Library application for 
the 2023 Texas Reads grant.
 Ratifi cation of the sexual 
assault interagency forensic 
team.

 Acceptance of Health Re-
sources and Services Admin-
istration grant for $77,360 
for EMS.
 Surplus by salvage of 
damaged uniforms located 
at EMS.
 Refi nery Road Veterinary 
Clinic price increase for $22 
per night to $25 per night 
for boarding small animals 
(cats and dogs) and $29 to 
$32 per night for rabies ob-
servation.
 Joint resolution combin-
ing 2022 Republican and 
Democratic Primary Elec-
tion and Runoff  Election.
 Joint Primary Election 
Services Contract with the 
County Elections Offi  ce be-
tween Cooke County and 
Cooke County Republican 
Party.
 Joint Primary Election 
Services Contract with the 
County Elections Offi  ce be-
tween Cooke County and 
Cooke County Democratic 
Party.
 Notice of Joint Primary 
Election for the March 2022 
primary.
 Order of appointment for 
election judges and alternate 
judges for the March 2022 
primary.
 Order of appointment for 
early voting ballot board for 
the March 2022 primary.
 Order of appointment for 
central counting station for 
the March 2022 primary.
 Rental agreement with 
the city of Gainesville for 
use of the civic center for the 
March 2022 primary.
 Rental agreement with 
Diocese of Fort Worth for 
use of St. Peter’s Parish for 
March 2022 primary.

Commissioners Approve

Voting Precinct Modifi cations
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Crossword Puzzle Answers

Classifi ed Ads 
for as low as 

$7.50 per week.
940.665.2320

Use The Weekly News of Cooke County for all of your 
legal notice needs. We service the largest number of 
clients of ANY paper in the Cooke County Area and 
offer legal notices of any variety with one low fl at rate 
price.  Just give us a call at 940-665-2320.

Help Wanted

RENAISSANCE CARE CENTER
Come Join A Team Where Everyone

Is Empowered
Our motto, for every employee at
every level is “It Starts With Me”

Make Your Career a Calling
There Is No Door Closed To Anyone

FULL TIME
$5000 SIGN ON BONUS FOR

ALL NURSING SHIFTS
$1500 SIGN ON BONUS FOR CNA

NURSE AID TRAINING & COMPETENCY 
PROGRAM

ALL POSITIONS AVAILABLE:
FULL TIME, PART TIME, PRN

8 HOUR SHIFTS
COMPETITIVE WAGE RATES & BENEFITS

Apply in Person
Renaissance Care Center

1400 Black Hill Drive
Gainesville, TX 76240

Ph: 940-665-5221

Now Hiring Equipment 
Operator with CDL and/
or CDL Driver for Local 
Construction Company. 
Competitive Pay. Good 
Hours. 940-736-4763 or 
email jcp1000@ymail.
com.
                                                                   07/28

Legal Notices

Neu Ranch House is now 
hiring Host/Cashier, Wait 
Staff, Cooks and Dish-
washers/Busers. Apply in 
person to 1825 E. Hwy 82, 
Gainesville, TX 76240.
                                                                                                                                            11/03

Looking For Experi-
enced HVAC Tech. Apply 
in Person 131 CR 131, 
Gainesville. 940-668-
7129.
                                                                   12/01

Caregivers Needed - One 
on One Home Care Giver 
Needed in Gainesville 
Area for Immediate Em-
ployment with Attractive 
Hourly Wage, Call 214-
994-4683 or 940-442-
9259.
                                                                   12/29

Class A CDL Driver For 
End Dump. Local Runs. 
M-F, Must Pass Drug 
Test. Average, $800/
week. Call/Text 940-736-
3439.
                                                                   11/17

ESTATE SALE
5225 W FM 922

Era TX 76238

Th ursday December 16 

& Friday December 17 

9am-4pm

Saturday December 18 

9am-3pm

For Photos & Details see  
durhamestatesales.net

This duo is very special 
to us here at the shelter 
and that is why they are 
our Pet of the Week! Meet 
Porkchop a 2 year old 
Corgi mix and Hammy is 
a 6 year old mixed breed. 
These two are fully house-
broken and the sweetest 
dogs you will ever meet! 
They were found tied to 
a fi re hydrant so we as-
sume their life before the 
shelter was not what they 

deserved. Now that they are here we have noticed just 
how much they love each other and would hate to sep-
arate them, so they are our new bonded pair and we 
strive to get then their perfect furever home together! 
These boys love to give kisses and would like nothing 
more than to snuggle with someone on the couch. Both 
are neutered, microchipped, and up to dare on all their 
age appropriate vaccinations. If you are interested in 
adopting them please give us a call at (940)665-9800 
and we can set you up an appointment to come in and 
meet them!

Animal Adoption

Remember: The Weekly 
News of Cooke County 
runs found animal classi-
fi ed word ads for FREE 
in an attempt to help re-
united the animal and the 
owner. For more informa-
tion, call 940-665-2320.

Animals 
Found

For Sale
Hess Hay, new alfalfa, lit-
tle bales and 3x3x8s and 
little bales of coastal. 940-
665-7601.
                                                                   12/29

Split Oak, Mesquite and 
Pecan Firewood. Delivery 
Available. 940-668-8840.
                                                                   12/29

Used Appliances
Washers • Dryers • Stoves

Refrigerators • Furniture • Freezers
BUY • SELL • TRADE

Gas Stoves & Refrigerators
$99 and up

Terry: 940-634-3996

Fertilized 4x4 round bale 
coastal hay. $30-35 per 
roll. South of Gainesville 
940-641-1991.
                                                                   12/15

Frigidaire Refrigerator. 
Bought New in 2015 Ex-
cellent Condition $350 
Please Leave Message. 
940-727-8958
                                                                   12/15

ESTATE SALE
December 16-17;

10:00am to 12:00PM
December 18;

10:00am to 4:00PM
332 South Lindsay, 

Gainesville, TX
Several nice homes

liquidated.
Art, antique furniture, 

dishes & more

Garage 
Sales

Don’t just hang signs for 
your Garage, Moving or 
Estate Sale, show it to 
the entire county! Adver-
tise them in The Weekly 
News of Cooke County 
for as little as $7.50 per 
week. Just give us a call 
at 940.665.2320 or vis-
it our website at www.
TheWeeklyNewsCC.com.

We Honor
All Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

For only $39/year you can
receive the best news coverage 

in Cooke County at home!

The Weekly News
                    of Cooke County

216 W. Pecan St.  •  Gainesville, Texas 
Phone: 940.665.2320  •  Fax: 940.665.2162

www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com

Missing
Something?

Offering subscriptions to the following areas:
Valley View - 76272

Whitesboro - 76273 • Era - 76238 
Lindsay - 76250 • Myra - 76253

 

 

Stop in for an application  
or call 612 - GRUB (4782) 

(Try not to call during the lunch rush—duh!) 

Now Hiring Bartenders
Lots of Gratuity Potential!
Service with a smile! 

The Weekly News
of Cooke County

is the LARGEST &
MOST READ Newspaper in

Cooke County!

If you’ve lost your 
cat or dog, be sure 

to check these 
places

Noah’s Ark
Animal Shelter
940-665-9800

Chance’s Haven 
940-902-3756
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Kaitlyn Sararo

Traveling Notary 
Public of Texas
940-736-0225

Classifi ed Ads for 
as low as $7.50 per 

week.

940.665.2320

If you’ve lost your 
cat or dog, be sure 

to check these 
places

Noah’s Ark
Animal Shelter
940-665-9800

Chance’s Haven 
940-902-3756

The Weekly News

Covering the
Entire County

Shadowood Apartments
1-2-3 Bedrooms      940-665-2886

JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Adams Handy Hands
    940-372-0600

Professional Handyman 
& Remodeling Services
                  Guaranteed Work

                 References
                

Real Estate

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732
John Comer 940-284-7338

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com940.665.1545

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

Gainesville Housing Authority has 3 dif-
ferent locations with available rentals. 
The Turner Apartments and Pecan Creek 
Village are for persons at least 62 years 
of age., Washington Court/ Walnut Lane 
are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 3-bedroom 
homes for rent. Rent and security deposit 
are based on your income. Stop by 715 
E. California to pickup application or go 
online at www.gainesvilletxhous-
ingauthority.com, for more infor-
mation please call 940-665-1747 

FOR RENT: 

Handy Man Service
Electricial Work, Tree Service, 
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks. 
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396
Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Insured for Your Protection! References Available.

We Will Call You Back!

      • Removal
      • Trimming

• Stump Grinding
• Chipper Services

David’s Tree Service
5767 Hwy. 82 E. • 940-284-9663

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 759-2251
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Lawn Mower Service. Tree Trimming.
Call 940-580-8434 or 940-284-0410.

Chris Sleigh  (940) 514-4092
Interior/Exterior Painting • Hardwood Floors
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry • Stone Walkways

Drywall • Power Washing

Licensed & Insured

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).
                                                                                   07/28

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • 940.612.1898

We now crack, buy
and sell pecans

in addition to our everyday, quality 
pool service and supplies.

We Crack Pecans!

Apartment For Lease

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT
1923 N Weaver 
1516 E Garnett

Dixon Apts
Shady Glen Apts.

Shadowood 
Townhomes 
826 N Main 
(Muenster)

• Acreage
• Farm & Ranch
• Lake Homes
• CommercialView properties on my website

www.PremiereRE.com

Linda Ritchey
940-736-4920

406 N. Grand Ave., Suite 106 • Gainesville

1517 Truelove St. - Move In Ready, completely remodeled 
and updated just in time for Christmas. 2 Bedroom, 2 bath, Open 
living and dining, 
kitchen combo. Very 
spacious Master suite 
with stand-alone mod-
ern bathtub. Beautiful 
new  ooring, covered 
patio & fenced yard.  
$163,000.
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GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Police Department 
received the following inci-
dent reports.
 Mark John Sobieski re-
ported tools stolen from a 
construction site in the 900 
block of East Highway 82.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
drug paraphernalia in the 
900 block of East Califor-
nia Street.

 Maria Citlaly Rodriguez-
Calleros reported burglary 
of a habitation in the 700 
block of North Clements 
Street.
 Mark Allen Tell reported 
fraudulent use/possession 
of identifying information 
in the 200 block of Grand 
Avenue.
 A gold woman’s wallet 
was reported found at 200 
Santa Fe Street.

 Lloyd Wayne Morris re-
ported the burglary of ve-
hicles in the 600 block of 
South Taylor Street.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
drug paraphernalia in the 
900 block of West High-
way 82.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
drug paraphernalia in the 
800 block of East Highway 

82.
 Michael Wade Frank-
lin reported burglary of a 
building in the 100 block 
of County Road 131.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
drug paraphernalia in the 
300 block of East Hird 
Street.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of graffi  ti on the 
door of a bathroom in the 
500 block of Th rockmor-
ton Street.
 Offi  cers issued a citation 
for open alcohol container 
in vehicle in the 1200 block 
of Belcher Street.
 Kristin Luan Rico re-
ported theft of property 
in the 1000 block of Moss 
Street. 
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of graffi  ti in the 
500 block of Th rockmor-
ton Street.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of disturbing the 
peace in the 200 block of 
North Grand Avenue.

Arrest Log
 Margaret A. Broughton, 
36, failure to leave business 
after being asked.
 Albert R. Moncada, 40, 
manufacture/delivery con-
trolled substance less than 
200 grams.
 Pamila J. Ramsey, 56, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than four 
grams.
 Cesar I. Munoz Montoya 
H., 37, suspect arrested for 
narcotics.
 Douglas A. Cox, 36. 
Criminal trespass.
 Juan J. Rios, 41, misde-
meanor warrant arrest.
 Elizabeth J. Hernandez, 
19, Cooke County misde-
meanor warrant.
 David R. Justus, 61, 
public intoxication.
 David W. Rogers, 51, 
tamper/fabricate physical 
evidence with intent to im-
pair.
 Carmen Zielinksi, 50, 
municipal court warrants 
(3).
 Kristin L. Rico, 38, Den-
ton Police Department 
warrant.
 Kevin J. Hawthorne, 45, 
theft less than $100.

Gainesville Police 
Receive Reports

NOW OPEN FOR TOURS
Short-Term Rehabilitation after Orthopedic Surgery
Outpatient Occupational and Physical Therapies

Skilled Nursing Care after Hospital Stay
Advance Wound Care • IV Therapies

Private Medicare Suites • Respite Care

5 Star Rated Facility
by Medicare

THE FUTURE  
OF OUR  

COMMUNITY
The future of our community depends upon the opportunities 
that are inherited by our children. If we shop and invest outside 
of our area, our children will inherit a future which requires 
them to move outside of our area. When you trade locally, it 
helps the local economy.

Muenster State Bank
1601 W. Hwy 82, Gainesville

940/665-7900
201 N. Main St., Muenster

940/759-2257

940-668-8814
Free Inspections
Insured • Residential
Locally Owned & Operated

$25 Gift Certi  cate
to a Local Restaurant when you

Call us for a Free Roof Inspection!
- Limited Time Only -

DRY CLEAN SUPER CENTER
1001 E. California St • Gainesville • 940-665-0048

15th Annual

Coat Drive
Now thru December 31

Donate new or gently used coats 
Gently used coats will be cleaned by Dry Clean Super Center

If your organization wants to help in any way, 
contact Brandi at:
940-665-0048

Or email:
Hughsinc19@gmail.com

Hours: M-F 7:30 am - 6 pm, Sat & Sun 9 - 9:30 am & 5 - 5:30 pm

K-9 KLIPS & KOUNTRY KLUB
Plan NOW for your Pets Christmas 
Retreat, like you have planned your 
Vacation, in our Heated for Central 

Heating and A/C Facility!
7450 E. Hwy 82, Gainesville

(940) 665-9466 • (940) 665-8500

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by 
the Cooke County Clerk’s 
Offi  ce.
 Kirk Logan Miller, 36, 
Lindsay and Tracy Lynn 
Bartlett, 30, Lindsay.
 Jordan Robert Spillman, 
29, Gainesville and Kar-
ley Diane Simmons, 25, 
Gainesville.
 Christopher Ryan Gen-
try, 34, Oklahoma City 

and Cheyenne Lee Th om-
as, 28, Oklahoma City.
 Shane Ryan Hicks, 21, 
Yukon, Okla. and Alexis 
Marie Cormier, 21, Yu-
kon.
 Michael Elliot Talbot, 
24, Aubrey and Kara Grace 
Egan, 22, Gainesville.
 Jonathon Tyler Lee, 24, 
Gainesville and Kirstie 
Elisabeth Sumner, 22, 
Gainesville.
 Jesus Cervantez Becerra, 

50, Era and Angela Marie 
Carney, 44, Era.
 Juan Francisco Sanchez 
Vega, 40, Valley View and 
Saira Lupita Jimenez, 31, 
Valley View.
 Jeremiah Eric Th al-
heimer, 33, Overland 
Park, Kan. And Jennifer 
Rae Gildehaus, 35, Kansas 
City.
 Henry Jacob Grado, 43, 
Ardmore, Okla. and Tera 
Kay Baker, 36, Ardmore.

Marriage License
Requests Received

GAINESVILLE - On De-
cember 11, 2021 at 7:42 
p.m, GFD responded to a 
3rd alarm structure fi re at 
a residence located in the 
900 block of N. Howeth 
Street, shortly after the fi re 
was discovered by a pass-
erby.
 Upon GFD’s arrival, 
smoke was coming from 
the front door of the sin-
gle-story residence.
 Th e cooking fi re origi-
nated in the kitchen where 
the occupant was cooking 
and grease caught on fi re. 
Th e fi re was contained to 
the kitchen area.
 Smoke detectors were 
present and operated.
 Two adult females and 
one adult male who lived 
in the home were displaced 
until repairs can be made. 
Th e male was not home at 
the time of the fi re.
 No injuries were re-
ported at the scene and the 
damage is estimated to be 
approximately $9,500.
 Th e Fire Marshal inves-
tigated and determined 
the cause of the fi re to be 
unintentional due to unat-
tended cooking.

 “Kitchen fi res are one of 
the leading causes of home 
fi res in the United States 
and cooking fi res peak be-
tween Th anksgiving and 
Christmas according to the 
National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA), said 
GFD Spokeswoman Ta-
mara Grimes-Sieger. With 
the holidays approaching, 
GFD urges caution while 
cooking. According to the 
NFPA, Cooking was the 
leading cause of reported 
home fi res and home fi re 
injuries in 2015-2019 and 
the second leading cause 
of home fi re deaths. Cook-
ing caused 49 percent of 
reported home fi res, 20 
percent of reported home 
fi re deaths, and 42 percent 
of home fi re injuries. Un-
attended cooking was the 
leading cause of cooking 
fi res and casualties.

Tips to stay safe
while cooking

 Be on alert! If you are 
sleepy or have consumed 
alcohol, don’t use the stove 
or stovetop. Stay in the 
kitchen while you are fry-
ing, grilling, boiling, or 
broiling food. If you are 

simmering, baking, or 
roasting food, check it reg-
ularly, remain in the kitch-
en while food is cooking, 
and use a timer to remind 
you that you are cooking. 
Keep pot handles turned 
inward and keep the area 
free of children and pets. 
Keep anything that can 
catch fi re — oven mitts, 
wooden utensils, food 
packaging, towels or cur-
tains — away from your 
stovetop.

If you have
a cooking fi re

 Just get out! When you 
leave, close the door be-
hind you to help contain 
the fi re. Call 9-1-1 or the 
local emergency number 
after you leave. If you try 
to fi ght the fi re, be sure 
others are getting out and 
you have a clear way out. 
Keep a lid nearby when 
you’re cooking to smother 
small grease fi res. Smother 
the fi re by sliding the lid 
over the pan and turn off  
the stovetop. Leave the pan 
covered until it is com-
pletely cooled. For an oven 
fi re, turn off  the heat and 
keep the door closed.

Residents Displaced 
by Cooking Fire
Fire-Rescue Issue Safety Tips


